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Gift of Mrs. Flora E. Isham Revives

the | Unfulfilled Dream of An-
. drew H. Green for Acquiring
~Inwood Hill So the City

Would Have a Park at

-Each End of the Island.

An Old Elrmm in Isham Park.

HE generous gift by Miss Flora L.
Isham of several acres of valuable
land for the extension of Isham
Parii, near Kingsbridge, which the

Board of Estimate accepted on Thursday,
has brought into public notice one of the
elmost forgoiten and still unfulfilled
dreams of the late Andrew H. Green,
known as the *‘ Father of Greater New
York.”

This dream which Mr. Green hoped to
gee a reality before he died was the ac-

quisition by the city of the high, wooded

sectiomr at the extreme northern end of
AManhaitan Island, where the Spuyten
Duyvil meets the Hudson,

ritorv inio a park. The dréeam came
near being made a reality when public
gttention was centred upon the locality
& couple of years ago, when the Iludson
Mermorial Bridge over the Spuyten Duy-
vii was planned. The ground was sur-
veyed, and a broad avenue, which would
be the continuativn of Riverside Drive,
was laid out as an apprcach 1o the
bridge, and then something went wrons.
The park scheme
have been forgotien.
When, last year, Mrs. Juha Taylor
Isham, daughter of the late William
Isham, presented the old Isham home-
stead and its broad acres at 215th Street
and DBroadway to the city for a park,
Park Commissioner Stover at once set
about to sce if something couldn't be
dona to obiain Inwood Hill, The owners
of the hill, he learned, are willing enough
to sell their property, but tlre city is not
ready to pay the price, about a million
dollars. The price, according to Com-
migsioner Stover, is not excessive con-

sidering what it would mean to the cityv's

future generations. Within a few years
the price will be much higher.

Adjoining Isham Park on the north the
city had laid out a street, and Commis-
sioner Stover was much concerned that
apartment houses or factories would Dbe
erected that would completelvy shut out
the view from the park toward the 1iud-
son River, one of the finest views in the
city. When the matier was explained to
Miss Isham she gladly consented to buy
this private land and give it to the city,
just to preserve the view. The park now
extends to the very base of Inwood Hill.

end If that territory is obtained it will
extend from DBroadway to the Iludson
River. Inwood Hill is owned almost

entirely by Walter Burns. George Balker.
President of the First National Bank:
Ahtchell A, C. Levy, the lawyer; (Corne-
lius Xahlen, the McCreery estate, and the
Riggs estate. When it looked as if the
city would buy the hill Mr. Levy, acting
for the otner propery holders, obtained
options on all the property for the city
and still holds them. He says he will sell
the property at the same price at which
it-was originally offered.

* And if the city hasn't the money to
spend right awayr,” he told 2 Sunday
TiMES reporter, °‘the property holders
will take city bonds. The city. however.
has a million deollars to =ink in the ssnd
cr the ocean at Conev Island., and this
pProperty, which is far more valuable for
bark purposes, Zoes neglected.”’

“ 1t is a shame if the city neglects to
buy this hill.”" said Commissioner Stover,
“ Tt is ideally sitvated for a patrk, for,
if the present roads are extended it will
complete Riverside Drive., thus furnish-
ing a continuous drive along the Hudson
as far as Spuyten Duyyvil and extending
through Isham Park to Broadwavy. It is
only a short distance down Broadway to
Dyckman Street and the Speedway.

““1f this property is obtained by the
city it will mean there will be a beauti-
ful park at both ends of Manhattan Isl-
and, Battery Park on the south and In-
wood Parx on the north. Some day the
etty svill realize the advantage of having
11;15 arrangement, but the longer we wait
the more it will cost. Something ought to
be done at once.”

Inwood 1iill is in practicaliv the same
primitive condition it existed when it
was discovered v Hendrick Hudson. In
describing the section Reginald Pelham
Bolton of the Washngton Heights Tax-
payers Association and am authority on
the _historical region. around Spuyten
Duyvil, once wrote:

“The hill not only possesses the last
remains of the wild woodlands which
ance - covered Manhattan Island, but

uig - them are bidden the . actual
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View of Inwood Hill from Isham Par

TThe ©Id NMMansion in Isham Park, to be Used as aa AMusewusan.

rock shelters which once formed the
abodes of the original JManhattanite,
from which were talken only a few
yYears ago, unmistable evidences of In-
dian habitation, and around which may
to-day be seen immense mounds of
cyster and clam shells which ‘formed
tne kKitchen-imiddens of primeval man.

When, therefore,. interest began to be
evoked in the subject of the IHudson
Ter-Centennial Celebration, attention
was drawn to the fact that within the
confines of the EBorough of Aanhattan
thhere still existed a priceless treasure
o1 relics of by-gone times and of the

. primeval inhabitants, which the great
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metropelis would feel it a duty to pre-
serve. These were found to be direct-
1y associated with the advent of Henry
Hudson, by rceason of his conflict with'!
the natives then resident on the In-
dian stronghold of Njp-nich-sen, which
crowned the summit of Spuyten Duyvil
hill, and, in every probabllity, also,
with the natives who were then resi-
dent under the shelter of the over-
hanging cliffs of the east side of In-
wood Elill.

This interest has so far spread that
a very general public demand has
arisen for the acquisition by the city,
of such of the lands of Inwood Hill as
Wwill preserve these inavluable remainsl
of the past,

as well as such of thel

Park.

scenic features of wild woodland, as
shall preserve to all future generations
a reminder of the original character
of DNManpnhattan Island. Certainly no
more appropriate memorial of the great
event of the discovery of this part of
the world by Hudson could be found
that the preservation in the form of a
parls of this beautiful locality.”

Isham Park itself i1s historical ground.
Samuel Isham, the eldest son of Will-
iam B. Isham, recalled some old memo-
ries of the place.

“ My father,”” he sald, * lcased the
Kingsbridege mnlace for the Summer of
1S8G2. 'T'he next vear we went to Newburg,
but in 1834 he bouzht the place. 1t was
then very rough, much of it a tangled
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“thicket of red cedars, but the lawns
| about the house had been carefully kept
| up. He cleared it, moved the stable from
| the top of the hill to its present place,
- regraded the whole hill from top to bot-
' tom, planted nearly all of the trees that
now remain, and in_ fact remade the
place into about what it is now. At that
' time the surroundings were only begin-
ining o be suburban. "The Kingsbridge
Road was a good dirt country road—long
regretted by us afier it had been graded
and widened, for the new street remained
for vars unpaved—a waste of dust in dry
weather and a slough of mud in wet. One

milestone twenive miles from the ity
Ha'll, had stood some hundred fcet below
,our gate, and when it was thrown into
"the rubbish hcap by the workmen, my
| father got it from the foreman and had
it bulit into the wall by our gate post.
It had been a well-known milestone, by
the way. For many years, up to a com-
paratively short time before we bought
the place, the old Dyckman House just
bevond it had been the last stopping
place of the drovers on their way to the
city. The cattle pastured over night in
the meadows east of the road and the
next day were driven io the Bull's Head
at Twenty-third Street.

Our house, which was built, I think,
by the Mr. Ferris from whom we bought
the place, has remained almost un-
changed. In fact, its peculiar plan ren-
dered extension practically Impossible.
I suppose it dates from the fifties. "Uhe
older traditions of the place go baclk to
the Revolution, when, like ail adjacent
country, it was fought over. There weore
traces of earihworks toward the creek,
and in the grading and plowing there
were cannon and musket balls turned up,
withh old buckles and buttons, 7The lime-
lkilng, whicli were the peculiar character-
istic of the place, may have been pre-
Revolutionary.

other.)

The old stone building, now a barn, was

used to store the lime, which was shipped !

in sloops from the dock in the creel.
This end of the place was probably its
malin centre of activity a. century ago.
There was a small house there in 18502,
used by ine gardener, and, though that
was comparatively recent, there
other signs, like apple orchards and the
lilke, +whicii Indicated that a farim-
Louse had stood thevre. A stronger argu-
ment is a svring of pure, cold wter on
the bank at the edge of the swamp.
Near this spring still stands a cherry
tree, which must now be well over 10U
vears old and which shows its age. It
used to yleld an abundance of dark, sweet
cherries, and 1 suspect it may Dbe the
sole surviving specimen of the ‘' Dycis-
man Cherry,’ a species famous in its day,
but now supposed to be extinct.

“ My father's farm was for pleasure
and not for profit but he had been born
and brought up in the country and knew
somnething about it, enough to take great
delight in managing his farm.

weoere

velic we got from the operation--the old |

From our gate up to the
north end of the island extends almost
tlie only marble formation in Manhattan. |
(I have an impression that tliere is one .
Down by the creek there were !
kilns built to burn the marble into lime.

After one!

ik, Hiidson River and Palisades in Distance.

of the more extensive grading operations
the hill was sown with wheat, and when
the crop was harvested and thrashed he
drove himself with the sacks of grain to
a grist mill that then stood on Supyten
Duyvil Creek near the old King's Bridge
and brought back the flour so that he
could boast that he had eaten bread ralsed
by himself on Manhattan Island. Later,
at the time of the Chicago Ilxposition,
when the Commissioners from New York

State wished to have an agricultural ex-
hibit fromm every county in the State they
found thgt lie was the only person who
could furnish anything io represent New
York County. At the time of his death
I think his place was the largest une
broken piece of land in private possession
on AManhattan Isiand.’

Mr. Bolton aizo dug into the archlves
of the past and has this to say of its
early historical associations:

“ Isham I1ill was the scene of some of
the events of the Revolution, when in No-
vember, 1776, the Messian advance par-
ties tobk possession and erected on the
cdge of the park looking south two re-
doubts. A sharp encounter took place
on Nov. § when the Pennsylvanla troops,
ensconced in the woods of Inwood Hill,
drove in the Hcoessian outposts and fired
their quarters. Tho entire Messian di-
vision moved over the park area, where,
on Nov. 16, 1776, the assault upon Fort
Washington was made.”

Isham Park occupies a hill between
Broadway. Tsham Sircet, the TUnited
States Ship Canal, and 215th Streef. The
old mansion, still in a good state of pres-
ervation, is oa the summit of the hill,
;about 100 feet above the water, and coms-
‘mands a fine view of Inwoeod Hill, Cold
'Spring ¥ollow, and Spuyten Duyvil Creck
to the west and the Dyckman tract to the
east and southeast. Detween Inwoeod Hill
and Spuyten Duyvil the prospect extends
across the Iludson Niver to the Palisades
bevond. With Jiarble I1iill, adjoining to
the north, where stands the old mansion
once owned and occupied by * Boss '’
Tweed, it covers a space about one and
a half miles in length and three-quarters
of & mile In width.

The ground comprising the park was

‘the favorite haunt of the Wech-quas-

" keeks, a local Indian trikze. and many
evidences of their existence have recently
ybeen discovered. Human remains havo

'been disinterred on the south margin of
Tthe park at isham Street, as weil a5 manuy
‘cvidencos oY the ceremontal daox burinls
'hard by at Cooper Stlrect, while =tone
objeccts, tools, and weapoils have been
‘dag from the soil all over the hilll A3
soon as tlic necessatry money can be obe
tained these objects will be placved on
view in tire old mansion.

Borough President McAneny is enthu-
siastic over the gift made by diss Isham,
‘and forsces the timie when the park will
'be a blessing 1o the populution, whiciy
is growing rapidly within easy walking
distance of It. lie said:

“The garden site may he utilized as &
shaded playground for littie c¢hiildren by
planting clipped lnden trees arranged
formaliy with seats underncath on clean,
white pebbled ground as the Frenen have
‘done in the Luxembourg Gardens in I’aris.
I'[‘here Tnight be a pool in the centre, and
shelters on the side. The old mansion,
however, will be used as a main paviilion,
with pernans special refreshment accom-
modatinns Tor wemen and tineir bables,

A stairwas, in civcular arrangement,
leads donin from Seaman Avenuce to the
llong meadow which drops 1o Indian Road.
The water irc:it, from the bulkhead line
back to Cold Svring Road, might be de-
veloped as a park dock or recreation
pler with a cut-in boat pasin and land-
ings, and with some covered shoelters low
enough, of course, not to interfere with
thio sight of the river from the hill

“ ag the popualation crowds around
{he park In commercial and residential
buildings this breathing space of excep-
iional beauty, with its varied topograhy,
will be miore and more appreciated and
remain a constant reminder of the gen-
erositv of tiie donors and the wisdom of
the city officials in accepting and pre-
serving such a noble gift for the ben-
ofit of the pcople of the ity of New
Yark.

“ There are no other parks on Alanhat.
ian Island north of 18ist Street, except
the precipitous clifis alongside the Har-
131 River Speedway, known as Tligh
Bridge Iarlk, and even this park is not
adapted for general pubbiv use, and I8
not easitvy acvescible to the prople of
Washinoton Heights or the _L)yvl;mun
ftract.  Thie streels in th's territory arvas
almost entirely bare of trecs, and, ex-
cent Tor the cool and shaay reiveat ol-
fered by Tsham Tark, thero s no pilace
where motiers and children could find
relief from the Summer heut .

I There is o large gavdenr at tee sotth-
"east corner of the puri: el and maple
‘trees around the mansion and groves of
‘fine trees all over the ground. A mag-
' nificent avenue of elm tices border the
|c~arria§;:f: way leading into the park from
the Broodway entrance; this carriage
way continucs up to the mansion. which
s Slirrounde(l byv well-liept 1awns, and tne
' grounds are traversed by numerous witid-
i ing pathways. On account of the high
“elevation of the park there are meinter-
'rupted views looking in neurly every di-
 rection. Access can now be had from

Broadwav and 212th Street through the
ol@ iron :ga.tcway and thence by carridge
road through avenue of elins and around
the westerly slope of hillside up 1o ihe
- mension. There are large gt'OUps’-og
maple and locust trees along the boundary
lines of the cxlension, and these form &
most beautiful naiural frame or border
for the Hudson River view from the lille

top” o
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