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WHERE TWO U. S. ARMY BOMBERS CARRIED ELEVEN TO DEATH IN COLLISION VER QUEENS RESIDENTIAL SECTION

“Mayor La Guardia at the scene of the accident

Times Wide World

11 KILLED IN CRASH
OF 2 BOMBERS HERE

Army Planes From Mitchel
Field Lock Wings. Plunge in
Flames in Queens

BOTH CREWS WIPED OUT

Two Homes Are Set Afire,

Woman in One of Them |

Being Critically Burned

Tra United Siates Amy homb-

ers from Mitchel Field locked wi;
in the air aver Bellernse, Queens,
at §:40 o'clock vesterday morning
and crashed to earth, killing their
crews of eleven officers and enlist-
ed men. They plummeted to the
streets of a suburban development
as completely wrecked as if they
had been hit hy anti-aircraft fire.
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The Victims

The eleven United States Army
officers and men who were killed
in the crash of two bombing
planes in Bellrose, Queens, yes-
terday were identified at Mitchel
Field, L. L, as fullows'

Flm Lleu AUL BURLIN-
E Jr. 31 years old, United

Married. Home, Louisville, Ky.

Residence, Mitchel Field.

Second Lieut. RICHARD 3, BY-

ER, 25, United States
Army Air Corps Reserve; pilot.
Unmarried. Home, Little Rock,

Atk Residence, 18 Whittier
Street, Westbury, L.

Second Licut. JAMES FREDER-
1C; W, 27, Air Corps Re-
ot At pilot. Unmarried.
Home, Houiton, Me. Residence,
Mitchel Field

Second Lisut. HUGH PAL\IER
BEDIENT, 25, Air Corl
serve: student pilot. \[a|ncd
Home, Falconer, X
dence, 39 Exeter Street, Wi
ton Park, L.

Second Lieut. PAUL MOFFETT

A

e:
Tied. Home, Newton Highlands,
Mass. Residence. Mitchel Field.

Second Lieut. JAMES HERBERT

HAIL, 25, Air Corps Reserve;
student pilot. Married. Home,
Lawrence, Kan. Residence,
Mitchel Field.

Staff Sergeant MARTIN J. COS-

0. Unmarried. Home,
New Bedford, Mass.

Staff _Scrgeant CLAUDE _ A.
SHELBAER. Married. Resi-

dence. 15 Orchard Place, Hemp-
stead, L.

Curpoxal TH-\DDILN P. KRAS-

nmarried. Home,
Gullenbelg N.J.

Corporal FRANK X. DEELEY.
Unmarried. Home, Daytona
Beach, Fla.

Private CL-INTO"I 0. RHODES.
Unmarried. me,  Clinton,
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ere was a “‘ball of flame.” then | to cope with the fire of the p\ane‘
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The fireman, who preferred to
remain anonymous. halted a truck

roar of ‘hn\u\‘,: gasol»ne. the ! and obtained an exnng\usher with
k

p\\lm\ of nlac caused con-
sternation over a wide area in
G and brouzht about an im-
mobilization of available

fivemen. The area where the planes
s just south of Hillside Avenue|
dmoor State
1 [m the In=2nu
s rushed o five boxes—!
ce of them were pulled—|
and others to the scene in futile
attempts to give assistance.
firemen were delayed in reaching|
the sceme because, coming from
firchouses south of the scene. they
ran into a series of dead end streets,
and the location could be reached
from Hillside Avenue. Also

he first there was Mayor
La Guardia. driven from
Summer Ci 1 in a radio car
¥ Patrolman Thomas Pugh, who
had driven him from his Summer
Inspector John
d was taking a walk on
Jamaica Avenue near 240th Street
and he hurried to the scene as soon
as he saw he amdem in the ai
When plane dropped like
a flaming meteorite mlo the yard
in  Eighty-seventh Avenue 'and
set fire to the houses, neighbors
rushed to aid the men who were
thrown clea eir futile efforts
were pitifully evident in the after-
noon when the bodies were taken to
Tliedner’s Morgue in Great Neck.
One was covered with a_woman'’s
green skirt, the others had scorched
blankets over them. Edward Mc-
Lauzhlin, an eve-witness, who
rushed 1o the scene in his car from
Floral Park, sprayed them with a
garden hose. though even then it
was apparent that the men must
be dead

Mrs. Kraft. whose house front
was drenched with burning gaso-
line. had sent her two daughters,
Helen and Ruth, to school after her

ue cquipment by the police and |

multiplcity” of alarms led
o |

which he tried to aid one of the|
aviators lying in 239th Street with |

his_silken parachute smouldexmg'

on his body.

Three five trucks, two engines
and a rescue squad, under Bat-!

talion Chief Peter E. Costello, re-
Isponded to the alarms. Most of |

{their work was al the Eighty- |

seventh Avenue location. While the
firemen battled the burning houses |
and plane, other firemen and police
emergency crews were attempting
to pull the dead aviators from the
plane around the corner on 239th
Street. There was less fire here.
though the plane had left a
charred, seared path showing the
course on which it had narrowly
missed hitting a house at 86-20
239th Street. 1In its course it
burned the grass, sheared off a
privet hedge and left huge blisters
in the paint on the house fronts.

A piece of the plane struck the
rear porch of a house across the
street. This ship spparenlly came
down upright and skidded to a
stop in the grassy mall “in°me
centcr of the_ street.

fayor La Guardia, a World War
a\xator. pcmted to its clearly
maxked pathw:

co here,” ha “said, “that fellow
tried to land. See where he skidded
along the road. He did not want
to hit those houses.”

The plane was at Test in front of
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Albrecht
Schwartz, 86-16 239th Street. In the
roof of their house was a jagged
hole, three or four feet across, torn
by the body of Corporal Frank Dee-
léy, who, with his parachute partly
opened but still unfilled with ai
had plunged. His body struck with
such terrific force that it went
through the Toof, the kitchen ceil-
ing and out the rear screen door to
land at the feet of Mis. Schwartz,
who had just finished hanging up
her washing.

When the two ships locked in the

Where the planes fell in Bellerose, Arrow in upper left points to wreckage of ship which 1 crashed on Eighty-seventh Avenue, killing its six

occupants. Arrow in right foreground shows where other machine plunged to earth on 239th Street, killing all five of its crew. associated Press

with her |
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Second Lieut. Hugh P. Bedient

- —
Twisted mass of bomber which plummeted to front yard of a house. The dwelling was set afire by the blazing craft.
Tines Wide World

Second Lieut. Paul M. Lambert

air a flare, part of the standard |
equipment, was released. This, pre-
|sumably, created the ball of fire'
{which so many witnesses reported |
and also gave rise to rumors that
jone of the men had bailed out in '
time and had been saved on the !

grounds of Creedmoor Hospital.

While Mayor La Guardia took|
command of the investigation by |
various city departments, he or-;

dered all of them to subordinate
their work to the Army after the
arrival of Colonel Douglas B. Neth-
erwood, Commandant of Mitchel
Field, and_his aides.

Colonel Netherwood convened a
board of inquiry which held a pre-
liminary  investigation yesterday

afternoon_and will continue this |*

morning. The members of the board
are Majors Francis B. Valentine
and Jack C. Hodgson, Captain Wil-
liam D, Willis and Second Lieuten-
ant Randall H. Carpenter.

Part of the manoeuvre in which
the pilots were being trained con-
sists of exchangmg positions in
flight. For example, a ‘standard
manoeuvre is for the leading plane
to drop down and back while the
rear plane of the diamond-shaped
formation rises and advances. Sim-
ilarly the ships at the sides ex-
change positions. one dropping down
and moving over while the other
vises. Also the lead plane and
either wing may exchange positions.

e pilots in the two other planes,

Second Lieut. James H. Hail
All pictures of officers are official U. §. Army Air Corps photas {rom Times Wide World

leader, was on the left and Lieu-|lander
tenant Bylander was at the leading | wings.
point of the diamond. By voice ra-' The planes presumably were fly-
i i arejing at about 2.500 feet, at a speed
equipped to talk 1o each other oriof
vith the field, Lieutenant Bur.
Licutenant James O. Ellis and|lingame ordered Lieutenant
Lieutenant Leroy Stefanovicz, gave |lander to take the left wing and | cost $85. 000 cach

They ave medium hombers wllh“
!the two remaining planes of the

by the Army but are used for!

training.

While not up to first-line fight-!

ing requirements today, this type
was not among the planes sent to
the Allies as obsolescent.

The bodies of the mien were so
badly burned and broken that iden-
tification was possible only through
dental charts. All the victims were
members of the Air Reserve Corps

of the United States Army, except
Lieutenant Burlingame, who was a
member of the regular Army Air

Corps in the Twenty
bardment Group. He was an all-
American football plaver at West
Point_and_since graduation *had
been an assistant coach. He
been ordered to Panama Iecently,
but the order was ‘hanged and he
was to return to West Point as an
assistant coach.

Lieutenant Hail married Miss
Louise Owens, daughter of Major
and Mrs, Ray L. Owens of Ham-
ilton Field, Calif., on June 4. The
ceremony was performed at Mitchel
Field at the home of Major Sig-
mund F. Lander:

Lieutenant Bedient also had been
married recently, to Miss Jinny Lee
Malone on May 4 at Fort Lauder- '
dale, Fla. He was a graduate of
Alabama_University and had at-
|tended St. Lawrence University.
His father, Hugh C. Bedient, wasa |
former pitcher forthe Boston Red

Immedna(clv after the crac
in accordance with Army trad

ion,

| flight went into the air to carry out

mmw officers the following ver- L!e\ltensnt Stefanovicz to move to|have been used at Mitchel Field | the 1dentical manoeuvre. All other

a lead. In executing the manoeu-'only two years they are now con- | flights at Mitchel Field were car-
d.

Lleu(enanl Burlingame, the flight H'e the planes of Lieutenants By- sidcred obsolets for first line use ried out as schedule

One of the planes in flames

Arsoctated Pross

Moments of Suspense

One minute the four big two-
engined Army bombers were dron-
ing along through ths still air 2,500
fect over the residential areas of
Eastern Queens and Western Nas-
sau. The early morning sun glint-
ed from their silver wing:
thunder of their motors filled the
air_with sound.

Then—almost  before {he mind
could grasp the fact—two of them
had locked wings and twisted to

=
H

death in adjoining streets of the lit-

County line.

In the small houses some familics
were still at breakfast. In most,
however, the man of the house al-
ready had gone to work. It was

* | just before 9 o'clock. The older

childven were safely off to school.
The younger ones were playing in
the flower-bordered yards, many
kept from straying by trim, white
picket. fences. In the back yards
several women were hanging out
the washing.

The roar of the motors o flying
ships is & commonplace in thal
section of Long Island, not far
from the Army air base at Mitchel
Ficld, and civilian Roosevelt Field.
But the war abroad had given new
significance to fighting men and
fighting plancs, and many faces
weze turned to the sky as the fight
passed overhead

Hours later these watchers of the
skies still were shaken by what
they had seen, some of them un-
able to remember what they did or
what they said when the two_big
planes came hurtling down. Few
helieved that the planes were going

earth in screaming spins, carrying jshe said.
their eleven occupants to fiery |pened after that.”

Sky-Watchers Filled With Horror
As Army Bombers Crash and Burn

Residents of Bellerose Manor Describe the

When Planes Locked

Wings and Plunged to Earth

only civilian injured by the crash—
said she was in the house when she
heard the explosion and rushed to
her side door. There in the drives
way separating the two houses
were the flaming bodies of {hres
men. The whole front of the Kraft
home was on fire and searing heat
was coming from the plane smashed
across the two front yards.

“T heard Mrs. Kraft screaming
and 1 rushed i y backyard,”
‘I don’t know what hap~

Neighbors found her sitting in &

tle one-family home development of |chair in the yard, crying hysteri-
e Manor, just south of Hill-{cally. The front of her own homa
venue on the Queens-Nassau

as on fire. They look her to a
safer place.

One of the first at the scene ap-
parently was Edward McLaughlin,
254-11 Eighty-second Drive, Floral

ark. He was in front of his home,
a half mile or so from the crasi
scene. He saw the two planes lock
He jumped into his auto-
alled to his brother, and
the two quickly drove to Eighty-
seventh Avenue.

“Thero was a garden hose going
on one of the lawns,” Mr. Me-
Laughlin said. ““We grabbed it and
turncd it on one of the men who
was lying against a_garage door,
his clothing all on fire. Then wo
turned it toward the plane, but we
cou!dn t get near enough to do any

B . Kelly, who lives on 239th
Street, next door to the Schwarls
Rome said thio neat from tho burn-
ing planc in front of his house wa;

e could not Eet \\'l!hm

1d the men inside, but
I couldn’t do nnvmum. he said.
*‘One was Iying in the street under
a piece of metal. He van still mov.
ing. I ran next door and saw tha

to crash until they were virtually

02 Eighty-seventh Avenue, was in
her hack yard transplanting flow-
ers when she heard the death
seream of the planes and looked up
!ln see one Lwisting do:
7 Thought he was domg tricks,”
she said.
!"Then, she related, she saw the |
other right over her head and
screamed to her next-door neigh- |
bor, Mrs, Elsie Gustafson, “Run,
they're coming down!” Befora they
could move, she said, the two
planes crashed, one in 230th Street,
the other in Ei eventh Ave-
nue, just around the corner.
Turning from theic flight as!
flames and black smoke poured
from the two hombers, the women,
joined by a neighbor, rushed to aid.
“'But_there was nothing we could
do,” Mg, Smith said sadly. “Th
feat was so awful we could not
even get close.
The most harrowing expeticnce
was that of Mrs, Carrie Schwaitz,
who lives at 86-18 230th Street. She
was in_her back yard hanging out
the washing when the body of Cor-
poral Frank X, Decley— the only
one of the cleven men apparently
who got clear of the two plancs he-
fore they crashed—plummeted at an
angle through the roof of her home,
through the kitchen ceiling and out
the back door to land almost at her

feet.
"I just saw_the hody coming
down.” Mrs. Schwartz, a white-

haired woman of 68, said. "First a
leg came down and then the body.
1 looked up and saw the body, but it
{was only a few foet up, it looked
like, and then it struck the roof.

| She said she just stood. almost
fainting for a moment, and then
van to a neighbor. She was treated
for shock by an ambulance surgeon
from near-by Creedmoor State Hos-
pital, but remained at home. Her
husband, Albrecht, who works at
night, came home soon after the ac-
cident. When he saw Corporal

E.

“second Bom.- | Deeley’s hody lying in the yard he

|

thought it was that of his wife, and
he, foo, almast collapsed before &
neighbor could reassure

Battalion Chief Peter E Coslello‘
of the Fire Department, not known !
to be related to the Sergeant Cos- |
tello who was killed, gave one of
the most coherent accounts of what |
brought about the crash. Chief Cos- |
tello was on a tour of his area and !
was standing in front of 304 Engine |
House at Ninety-seventh Avenue|
and Springfield Boulevard, Queens |
Village, watching the flight of the |
bombers.

“I saw three planes flying nn!‘lh-!
west.” Chief Costello sald. (Thei
i fourth was hidden from his view.)
| It scemed that the back plane|
from the angle I was Jooking drifted
over and locked wings with another
plane on the same level. They stayed |
together for a moment and then
jone went into a tailspin and the
other dived right down toward the
i eart ;
| “I ran inside to order my men
tlover, and we came and did what

M Rm‘\ard Rangs, who lived
next door to Mrs. Emily Kraft—ths

fellow who had come through the

| roof of the Schwartz home. I helped
fearry him out in the yard away

from the house but there w
anything we conld do. One Jeg was
gone and the rest of the body was

i horrible

At Mitehel Field the news of fhe
{disaster- worst in the history of tha

‘tmnod %mm Army Air Corps, of-
h

aid—was received with
b lipped. fatalistic attituda

ficers
[the tig

jtnat fighting men learn (o assuma
[to cover their
Itect their sanit

eal feclings and pro-

Several gathered around—ona of
them a student pilol with singla
zold bars on his shoulders still

|shiny—to hear first-hand accounts

of the crash,

When they were told of the at-
tempt of one of the men {0 jump—

is body landed with parachute
opened but not filled—a staff ser-
geant asked his identity.

“It was Corporal Deelcy,” he wan

told.

He was sflent for a moment, look-
ing out the window of Headqua
ters Building at the hombers still
on the line in front of the hangars,
with pilots and mechanics busy
about them.

“He \va% a swell kid,” the ser-

| geant

sa
Then he “turned brusguely to his
esk.
“Now. lel's see. Vun wanLed the
list of names, didn't
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