CHURGH, 136, UPSET
OVER FORCED CLOSE

P

St. Monica's in Jamaica Is
on Site for York College
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By ROBERT D. McFADDEN

The oldest Roman Catholic
church on Long Island, a little
red brick building in Jamaica,
Queens, known as St. Monica’'s,
may be forced to close, along
with its elementary school, at
tae age of 136. The move would
affect 1,300 parishioners and
280 pupils.

In a mood of anger and frus-
tration, 50 parishioners gath-
ered yesterday in the church
hall, at 94-20 160th Street, to
discuss the projected closing
and steps to preserve the parish
identity.

The church, which includes a
convent and rectory, is on two
and a half acres in the midst of
a 49.8-acre site selected by the
city last August for the perma-
nent campus of York College, a
$58-million senior unit that will
become part of the City Uni-
versity. Tattered old homes,

junk yards and parkine lots
now dot the impoverished area.

The St. Monica’ parishioners,
90 per cent of whom are Ne-
groes, have been told by their
pastor, the Rev. Joseph J. Laf-
fan, that the church school will
be closed, probabhly at the end
of the term in June, and that
the pupils will have to be ab-
sorbed by surrounding parochial
schools.

However, Earl Childs, cha'r-
man of the Parents to Save St.
Monica's, told parishioners yes-
terday that necarby parochial
schoois were filled to capacity
and had waiting lists,

“We're not against York
College,” Mr. Childs told the

lay gathering. “But we want to
know what's going to happen
with our 280 children. We

'can’t get anyone to tell us, in-
cluding the bishop.” |

Bishop Francis J. Mugavero,
of the Brooklyn-Queens diocese
has made no firm decisions on
‘the future of St. Monica’s par-
ish, Father Laffan said in an
Jinterview yesterday, “because
there is no firm timetable for
the college’s construction.”

However, Father Laffan, who
ignored an invitation to at-
tend the parishioners’ meeting,
said that the church probably
would be razed and the school
abandoned.

“1 appreciate sentiment, but
you've got to face reality,”
said the 60-year-old priest, who
has been St. Monica's pastor
for two years. “The church’s
demise is in a good cause.”

Studies on how to accommo-
date St. Monica’s parishioners
and elementary pupils are un-
der way, he said. One proposal
calls for housing the church in
a  “multi-purpose  building,”
along with facilities for adult
education and day-care for
children.

That suggestion has drawn
sharp criticism from parishion-
ers, who contend that such a
facility would rob St. Monica’'s
of its identity as a church.

Parishioners resolved yester-
day to “flood” Congressmen,
city councilmen, judges and
church officials with letters ap-
pealing for construction of a
new school and church for St.
Monica'’s.
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